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EAST AYRSHIRE COUNCIL

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  LICENSING  PANEL

31 OCTOBER  2001

APPLICATION FOR GRANT  OF  ZOO  LICENCE

Report by Director of Community Services

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To invite the Licensing Panel to consider an application for the grant of
a zoo licence.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The Zoo Licensing Act 1981 makes it unlawful to operate a zoo except
under the authority of a licence issued by the local authority for the
area within which the zoo is situated.  A zoo is defined as an
establishment where wild animals are kept for exhibition to the public,
otherwise than for purposes of a circus or a pet shop, and to which
members of the public have access, with or without charge for
admission, on more than 7 days in any year.

2.2 In terms of Section 3 of the Act the local authority, on considering an
application for licence, shall take into account any representations
received from any of the relevant persons detailed below:-

(a) the applicant
(b) the Chief Constable
(c) the Firemaster
(d) the governing body of any national institution concerned with the

operation of zoos
(e) any person alleging that the establishment or continuance of the

zoo would injuriously affect the health or safety of persons living in
the neighbourhood of the zoo

(f) any other person whose representations might, in the opinion of
the local authority, show grounds on which the authority has a
power or duty to refuse to grant a licence.

2.3 Before granting or refusing an application for a zoo licence the local
authority shall consider inspectors’ reports on the zoo applied for.

2.4 The local authority shall refuse to grant a zoo licence if they are
satisfied that the establishment of the zoo would injuriously affect the
health or safety of persons living in the neighbourhood of the zoo, or
seriously affect the preservation of law and order.
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2.5 The local authority may refuse to grant a zoo licence if they are not
satisfied that the standards of accommodation, staffing or management
are adequate for the proper care and wellbeing of the animals or any of
them or otherwise for the proper conduct of the zoo.

2.6 A licence may also be refused if the applicant or any person employed
as a keeper has been convicted under various specified enactments or
of any other offence involving the ill-treatment of animals.

2.7 If the local authority are not satisfied that any planning permision
required for the zoo has been granted they shall either refuse the
application or grant the licence but suspend its operation until the
necessary permissions are granted.

2.8      An application in terms of the Act may be refused only on the grounds
detailed above.

3. DISCUSSION

3.1 An application has been received from Loudoun Castle Theme Park
Ltd. for the grant of a zoo licence in terms of the Zoo Licensing Act
1981.  In accordance with Section 2 of the Act the applicant, before
making the application, gave notice of the intention to apply for licence.
Such notice of intention was advertised in The Herald on 5 October
2000 and in the Kilmarnock Standard, Ayrshire Post and Irvine Herald
on 6 October 2000.

3.2 Following publication of the notice of intention one representation was
received from a member of the public.  The letter of representation
dated 6 December 2000 is enclosed as appendix 1 to this report.

3.3 A copy of the application for licence was forwarded to the undernoted
consultees for comments:-

• Head of Planning and Building Control
• Principal Officer – Environmental Health and Waste Management
• The Federation of Zoological Gardens of Great Britain and Ireland
• Divisional Commander, Strathclyde Police
• The Firemaster, Strathclyde Fire Brigade
• The Scottish Executive Justice Department – for the attention of the

nominated Scottish Ministers’ vet.

3.4 No adverse comments were received from the consultees detailed in
paragraph 3.3.  The Head of Planning and Building Control confirmed
that planning permission was granted in 1997 for the buildings to be
used for the purposes of accommodating zoo animals.

3.5 A dispensation under Section 14(2) of the Act was applied for and
obtained thus enabling an inspection to be carried out by only one of
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the Ministers’ vets.  This was considered appropriate in view of the
small size of the zoo.

3.6 The zoo was inspected by Anna Meredith, MA, VetMB, CertLAS,
CertZooMed, MRCVS, on 20 September 2001.  She was accompanied
by Alison J Smith, Principal Officer – Licensing and Community Safety
and Ivor Clark, on behalf of the applicant.  Ms Meredith recommended
that the zoo be licensed in terms of the Act and subject to the Standard
Conditions determined by the Secretary of State.  A copy of the
Inspection Report, together with a copy of the application form, is
attached as Appendix 2 to this report.

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 Nil.

5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1 The provisions of the Zoo Licensing Act 1981.

6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 Nil.

7. CONCLUSIONS

7.1 An application for a zoo licence has been received in respect of the
Loudoun Castle Park, Galston.  The consultees detailed in paragraph
3.3 of the report have indicated that they have no adverse comments to
make.  Following an inspection, the Scottish Ministers’ vet, Anna
Meredith, recommended that the application be granted subject to
standard conditions.

7.2 One representation has been received from a member of the public
which, in accordance with Section 3 of the Act, must be taken into
account by the local authority in considering the application.

8. RECOMMENDATIONS

8.1 It is recommended that the Licensing Panel members take into account
the information provided in this report in determining the application for
grant of a zoo licence.

William Stafford
Director of Community Services

12 October 2001
alvar5/zoo licensing/Cttee.report.311001
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LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS

1. Application file M/19 retained by Licensing and Community Safety
Section.

Any person wishing to inspect the background papers listed above should
telephone 01563 576111 and ask for Mr John Crawford, Head of Protective
Services or email at john.crawford@east-ayrshire.gov.uk .
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http://EACINTRA01/crpadmmin/AGENDAS/LICENSING/OCT 2001/LOCAL GOVERNMENT LICENSING PANEL - 31 OCTOBER 2001.pdf
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